The title compound, C 17 H 15 N 5 O 4 , was obtained via the condensation of 3-ethoxy-2-[2-(4-nitrophenyl)hydrazono]-3-oxopropanoic acid with 1,2-diaminobenzene. In the molecule, the dihedral angles between the acetate group and the two aromatic subunits (benzimidazole and nitrophenylhydrazone) are 7.35 (9) and 18.23 (9) , respectively. Intramolecular N-HÁ Á ÁO and N-HÁ Á ÁN contacts occur. In the crystal, C-HÁ Á ÁO and N-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds link the molecules into chains along the b-axis direction.
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For the pharmacological activity of benzimidazole derivatives, see: Luo et al. (2011); Ouattara et al. (2011); Bhrigu et al. (2012) ; Singh et al. (2012) ; Parajuli et al. (2014) . For their agrochemical activity, see: Attrassi et al. (2007) . Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ) . Data collection: APEX2 (Bruker, 2009 ); cell refinement: SAINT-Plus (Bruker, 2009) ; data reduction: SAINT-Plus; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick,2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick,2008) ; molecular graphics: ORTEP-3 for Windows (Farrugia, 2012) ; software used to prepare material for publication: WinGX (Farrugia, 2012 (Luo et al., 2011; Ouattara et al., 2011; Bhrigu et al., 2012; Singh et al., 2012; Parajuli et al., 2014) , and agrochemicals (Attrassi et al., 2007) . The structure of this new product was determined by its single-crystal X-ray structure. The dihedral angles between the acetate chain and the two aromatic subunits (benzimidazole and nitrophenylhydrazone) are 7.35 (9)° and 18.23 (9)°, respectively. In the crystal structure, the molecules are linked by C-H···O and N -H···O intermolecular hydrogen bonds into chains along the b axis (Fig.2) . In addition an intramolecular N-H···O hydrogen bond is also observed.
S2. Experimental
1,2-diaminobenzene (0.5 g, 4.6 mmol) and 3-ethoxy-2-[2-(4-nitrophenyl)hydrazono]-3-oxopropanoic acid (1.19 g, 4.6 mmol) were heated in xylene (15 ml) for 12 h. The solvent was evaporated. The title compound was isolated by column chromatography on silica gel using hexane/ethyl acetate as eluent. The solid product was recrystallized in dichloromethane at 15°C to give yellow crystals (yield: 45%) of the title compound.
S3. Refinement
All H atoms were fixed geometrically and treated as riding with C-H = 0.96 Å (methyl), 0.97 Å (methylene) and 0.98 Å (methine) with U iso (H) = 1.2 Ueq(methylene, methine and OH) or U iso (H) = 1.5 Ueq(methyl).
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Figure 1
Molecular structure of the title compound with displacement ellipsoids drawn at the 30% probability level. H atoms are represented as small spheres of arbitrary radii. ) is used only for calculating R-factors(gt) etc. and is not relevant to the choice of reflections for refinement. R-factors based on F 2 are statistically about twice as large as those based on F, and R-factors based on ALL data will be even larger. 
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